Experimental approaches for the prevention of hematogenous metastasis.
With improvements in surgical procedures and cure rates, the probable course of cancer for the majority of patients is now largely determined by metastasis rather than growth of the primary tumor itself. Thus, metastasis has received increasing attention over the past decade. These studies have led to the identification of several of the molecular events crucial for metastatic dissemination, information which is now being used to design therapeutic strategies to inhibit metastasis formation. Even though the molecular events involved in the dissemination of malignant disease are only partially known, several promising agents are now being tested for their capacity to limit the spread of cancer. A few clinical trials have shown benefit in prolonging survival and disease-free state, particularly when such therapy is employed on an adjuvant basis.